
  
 
 

 
 
 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590 
 

 
REGISTERED MAIL and EMAIL 
 
Latif Abdul 
General Manager Quality Control 
Ghandhara Tyre And Rubber Company Limited (GTR) 
H-23 / 2 Landhi Inductrial Trading Estate 
Landhi 
Karachi 
SINDH-75120 
PAKISTAN 
 
Dear Latif Abdul: 
 
This letter is in response to your recent request for assignment of a new tire manufacturer's identification 
code for Ghandhara Tyre And Rubber Company Limited (GTR) plant located in Sindh, Pakistan. Since 
Ghandhara Tyre And Rubber Company Limited (GTR) is planning to export tires to the United States, we 
want to bring to your attention certain Federal laws and regulations, including the Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards (FMVSS), administered by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) under the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act, as amended (Safety Act) that have 
bearing upon the importation of these tires. 
 
It is a violation of Federal law to manufacture a tire for sale in the United States after the effective date of 
an applicable FMVSS unless the tire complies in all respects with that FMVSS.  In the event that the tire 
is manufactured in a foreign country, the importer of the tire in the United States is considered a 
manufacturer under the law, and has all of the duties and obligations of the fabricating manufacturer 
relating to compliance with FMVSS and, as discussed below, reporting and recalls. 
 
The United States uses a self-certification system in which the tire manufacturer is required to certify that 
each tire it manufactures complies with the applicable FMVSS.  The symbol DOT molded into or onto a 
tire by its manufacturer is a legal certification that the tire complies with all applicable FMVSS.  A 
foreign tire manufacturer is prohibited from introducing or delivering for introduction into interstate 
commerce in the United States its new tires unless the manufacturer (or importer of record) has certified 
that the tires comply with all applicable FMVSS.  
 
The self-certification process used in the United States substantially differs from the processes used in 
many other countries.  For instance, China and some countries in Europe require manufacturers to deliver 
regulated items to a governmental entity for testing; after successful testing, the government approves 
those regulated items for use and assigns an approval code.  Under the United States self-certification 
process, the tire manufacturer, not any governmental entity, has full legal responsibility to assure that the 
tires comply with the applicable FMVSS and are properly certified.   
 
It is the responsibility of the tire manufacturer to establish design specifications, manufacturing process 
specifications, quality assurance programs, and engineering change verification programs to such a level  
that all new tires shipped to the United States meet or exceed the minimum performance requirements of  
all applicable FMVSS and are properly certified. 
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The manufacturer, including the importer, has a number of responsibilities regarding the tires after they 
have been sold.  Under the Early Warning Reporting program, the manufacturer must report on the field 
experience of the tires, including deaths, injuries, property damage claims, and warranty adjustments.  
The manufacturer must report safety recalls and other safety campaigns that the manufacturer conducts 
outside the United States involving tires that are identical or substantially similar to those sold in the 
United States.  49 CFR Part 579.  
 
A manufacturer, including an importer, has a duty to recall tires if it (1) learns the tires contain a defect 
and decides in good faith that the defect is related to motor vehicle safety; or (2) decides in good faith that 
the tires do not comply with an applicable motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under this chapter.  If 
noncompliance or safety-related defect is found to exist, the manufacturer, including the importer, is 
required to furnish NHTSA and owners, purchasers, and dealers of the tire with notification of the 
noncompliance or defect and to remedy the noncompliance or defect without charge to the owner.  See 49 
U.S.C. §§ 30118 - 30120; 49 CFR Parts 573 and 577.  It is important to note that a manufacturer’s 
compliance with all applicable FMVSS does not mean that it has satisfied all of its obligations under the 
Safety Act.  Wholly apart from compliance with FMVSSs, a tire may have a safety-related defect, which 
would necessitate a recall by the manufacturer.  
 
NHTSA maintains a compliance test program to enforce FMVSS and a defects investigation program to 
identify and investigate potential safety defects in tires that have left the control of the manufacturer.  If 
NHTSA has reason to believe that apparent noncompliance exists in a tire, the manufacturer may be 
asked to show the basis for its certification that the tire complies with the relevant FMVSS and 
regulations.  The manufacturer may also be required to respond to inquiries if an investigation is opened 
on a potential safety-related defect.  These investigations may result in recalls. 
 
NHTSA’s regulations also require the designation of an agent for service of process (See 49 U.S.C. § 
30164 and 49 CFR Part 551).  A manufacturer headquartered outside of the United States must, before 
offering motor vehicle equipment (including tires) for sale in the United States, designate an agent on 
whom service of process, notices, orders, and decisions may be made.  Only a permanent resident of the 
United States may serve as an agent.  The designation of an agent must be made in writing and submitted 
to NHTSA’s Office of Chief Counsel in accordance with regulatory requirements. 
 
Failure to comply with the Safety Act or a regulation prescribed thereunder can subject a manufacturer to 
civil penalties of up to $27,874 per violation and a maximum of $139,356,994 for a related series of 
violations. 
 
Please note that on April 13, 2015, NHTSA published the final rule, “Tire Identification and 
Recordkeeping” (80 FR 19553).  In accordance with this final rule, new tire manufacturer would be 
issued 3-symbol plant code immediately and would be required to permanently molded into or onto each 
tire it manufacturers the standardized 13-symbol Tire Identification Number (TIN).  Please see the 
enclosed attachment, “Tire Identification Number (TIN) for New Tires” and for more information 
pertaining to the final rule, go to www.federalregister.gov and search “80 FR 19553” using the search box 
in the upper-right corner of the page. 
 
We are hereby assigning the 3-symbol tire manufacturer's identification (ID) code “0AH” for this plant.   
This code is required to be marked on all new pneumatic tires sold in the United States for highway use.  
However, its presence on the tire is only to identify you as the manufacturer; it does not imply United 
States Government approval or endorsement of the tire or of your plant and its manufacturing processes.  
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The requirements for the ID code mark and other tire identification labeling are specified in 49 CFR § 
574.5 and the applicable tire FMVSS.  Our records will indicate that the addresses of the main office and 
plant are as follows: 
 
Plant 
Ghandhara Tyre And Rubber Company Limited (GTR) 
H-23 / 2 Landhi Inductrial Trading Estate 
Landhi 
Karachi 
SINDH-75120 
PAKISTAN 
 
Main Office 
Ghandhara Tyre And Rubber Company Limited (GTR) 
H-23 / 2 Landhi Inductrial Trading Estate 
Landhi 
Karachi 
SINDH-75120 
PAKISTAN 
            
Should you no longer need this tire ID code mark or if any one of the following events occur, please 
notify us immediately, including the date of the change and the month, day and year the last tires were 
produced using the codes in question so that our records can be updated: 
 
1.  There is a change in company or plant name or address, or the company or plant is closed; 
2.  The company or plant is sold or merges with another company; or 
3.  The types of tires (e.g., passenger car, truck, bus or motorcycle) manufactured at each plant changes. 
 
On any future correspondence concerning a tire plant or the parent tire company, please reference the tire 
plant ID code(s) involved.  If you have any further questions, please contact Patrice Moore at (202) 366-
5317 or DOTPlantCodeApplication@dot.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Claudia Covell 
Chief, Equipment Division 
Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance 
 
cc: Haihong Zhao 
      1210 Albany Way 
      Rocklin, CA 95765 

mailto:DOTPlantCodeApplication@dot.gov
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OPTION 2 

Area A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spacing 
6 mm (0.25”) min 

Tire Identification Number (TIN) 
 
 
 

PPP MMMMMM DDDD 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 mm 
(0.25”) min 

19 mm (0.75”) max   
 
 
 
 

Notes 

DOT 

 
1. The TIN shall be in “Futura” Bold, Modified, or Condensed or “Gothic” characters. Other print 

types will be permitted if approved by NHTSA. The certifying symbol and the TIN shall be at 
least 6 mm in height and permanently molded 0.51 mm (0.020”) to 1.02 mm (0.040”) deep, 
measured from the surface immediately surrounding the symbols into or onto the tire at the 
indicated location on one side. As an option, the information contained in paragraph (b)(3) 
may also be laser etched in the same location to a depth of 0.25 mm (0.010”) to 1.02 mm 
(0.040”) consistent with the requirements of paragraph (d)(1). For tires with a cross section 
of 152 mm (6 inches) or less or with a bead diameter of 330 mm (13 inches) or less, the 
height of the characters may be 4 mm (0.156 inches) or greater. 

 
2. The certification symbol is not part of the TIN and may only be marked by the manufacturer for 

tires it has certified to a Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard. The DOT symbol may be 
located to the left of TIN, or it may be wholly located above or below the Manufacturer’s code. 
The spacing between the DOT symbol and the TIN shall be no less than 6 mm (0.25 inch) and 
no more than 19 mm (0.75 inch). 

 
3. Groups of symbols in the TIN shall be in the order and number of symbols indicated, see 

Option 1 and Option 2, above. Deviation from the straight line arrangement will be permitted if 
required to conform to the curvature of the tire. 

 
4. Locate the certification symbol and the TIN in the lower segment of one sidewall between the 

maximum section width and bead (Area A), so that data will not be obstructed by rim flange, 
unless maximum section width falls between the bead and one-fourth of the distance from the 
bead to the shoulder of the tire. For tires where the maximum section width falls in that area, 
locate all required labeling between the bead and one-half the distance from the bead to the 
shoulder so that the data will not be obstructed by the rim flange. 

 
5. Manufacturers who were previously assigned two-symbol plant codes may continue to use two-

symbol plant codes in accordance with the requirements of paragraph (g). For those tires, the 
two-symbol plant code is followed by a size code that is up to two symbols in length, a tire type 
code that is up to four symbols in length, and the four-symbol date code. 

 
Figure 1: Tire Identification Number (TIN) for New Tires 

OPTION 1 
Tire Identification Number (TIN) 

Spacing 
6 mm (0.25”) min 

19 mm (0.75”) max 

6 mm   
(0.25”) min  

Plant Code 

 
Date of Manufacture 

  
Certification 
Symbol (if 
required) 

Manufacturer’s Code 
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